Course annotation 

	Course unit title
	English practice through Russian Studies

	Name(s), surname(s) and title of lecturer(s)
	Professor Maria Komandakova

	Level of course
	Bachelor

	Semester
	First

	ECTS credits
	3

	Working hours
	Contact hours
	32

	
	In class
	32

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Self-study
	40

	
	Total
	72

	Work placement
	None

	Prerequisites
	English: pre-intermediate level

	Language of instruction
	English

	Objectives of the course
	Learning outcomes
	A student’s assessments methods

	• interact with academic content: reading, writing, listening, speaking;

• demonstrate ability to think critically;

• utilize information and digital literacy skills; and

• demonstrate behavior and attitudes appropriate to a university environment.

.
	On passing the course, a student must: 

skim for main idea(s)

• scan for details

• use graphic organizers to better understand a text

• build academic vocabulary

• make use of contextual clues to infer meanings of unfamiliar words from context

• distinguish facts from opinions
write effective and coherent paragraphs

• comprehend the overall and internal organization of an academic essay

• write an effective thesis statement

• use pre-writing strategies to plan writing

• generate ideas from sources to develop content

• develop coherent content and support with relevant details
• take organized notes on lectures and listening passages

• discuss and respond to content of a lecture or listening passage orally and/or in writing

• use communication strategies to participate in group and class discussions


	Assessment is by coursework which integrates the following:

· Individual and group oral presentations 

· Oral interactions (including pair work) 

· Written tests and tasks of various length (memoranda, notes) 

· Essays 

· Listening/ viewing 

· Communicating the gist of simple reading passages 

· Translation of simple texts on Russian Studies.        
Students are expected to spend time studying outside the class. For this course, they are asked to consolidate their class work, to read, watch or listen to material in English, to prepare exercises and activities for the class, to write assignments, undertake projects and generally acquire a repertoire of effective language learning strategies.



	Teaching methods
	· In class

· Project

	Course unit content
	Course objective – understanding  the fundamentals of making an argument and of standard debate procedures and rules.


Gained knowledge and skills:
Knowledge about the foundations of academic debate. Students will learn the fundamentals of making an argument as well as standard debate procedures. Furthermore, through class discussion, group work, research and brief writing, practice with the public debate format, flowing (note-taking during debates), 

practice with both affirmative and negative positions, and judging a debate, the course will strengthen students’ skills in the areas of critical thinking, open-mindedness, quick thinking, organization, analysis, and teamwork..

	List of Topics
	Topic title
	Contact hours
	Assignments and independent study hours

	
	Russia in brief
	2
	2

	
	Regions of the Russian federation
	2
	2

	
	The political structure of the  RF
	2
	2

	
	The contemporary economy of Russia
	4
	6

	
	Great cities of Russia
	4
	6

	
	Key moments of Russian history
	6
	6

	
	Top stereotypes of the RF
	4
	4

	
	 Regional Policy of Russia
	6
	6

	
	Defence of Individual Projects
	2
	6

	Assessment requirements
	Participation in classes; submitting and presenting an individual project. 

	Assessment criteria
	Level of readiness for classes; activity at classes; structure, content, range of sources and timing of submitting individual project papers, quality of individual project presentation.   

	The composition of final accumulative mark

	Individual Projects – 50%

Presentation – 10%
Participation in seminars – 40%

	Author of the course 
	Maria Komandakova
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