Course annotation 

	Course unit title
	Political History of Russia

	Name(s), surname(s) and title of lecturer(s)
	Evgeniya Ostashova, Assistant Professor 

	Level of course
	Bachelor

	Semester
	First or Second

	ECTS credits
	2

	Working hours
	Contact hours
	36

	
	Lectures
	10

	
	Seminars
	26

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Self-study
	36

	
	Total
	72

	Work placement
	None

	Prerequisites
	No specific courses or skills are required

	Language of instruction
	English

	Objectives of the course
	Learning outcomes
	A student’s assessments methods

	developing a comprehensive understanding of the political history of Russia and its political institutions;

learning to interpret current political issues in historical context;

enhancing students’ ability of critical thinking, understanding and identifying cause-and-effect relations basing on the historical data and materials engaged in the course
	On completing the course the student will: 

know
- main events and factors of the Russian political history in internal and international prospect;

- fundamental ideas and concepts that the policy of Russia is based on and the specificity of their implementation in different historical conditions; 
- ideas and positions of the historians on the debated topics of the Russian political history.
Be able to:

- describe the formation of the main political institutions and concepts in Russia and the factors that influenced their transformation through time;

- identify the main stages in this process; 
- describe and explain interrelations between the political institutions or the political institutions and the society and the individual in Russia; 
- search for information and effectively use it to achieve the learning goals, set within this course;  

- hold a well-reasoned discussion on various topics covered in the course.


	As independent work students have to:
prepare for the seminars using a wide range of information sources. Basing on the literature, form their own ideas and reasons;
submit and discuss the results of their work in small groups on particular topic of the course. Students are required to use the instruments of visualization of information (mind maps, time lines, presentations). 


	Teaching methods
	· Lectures

· Seminars
· Small group tasks

	Course unit content
	Course objective – developing a comprehensive understanding of the political history of Russia and its political institutions; enhancing students’ ability of critical thinking, understanding and identifying cause-and-effect relations.
Gained knowledge and skills:
Knowledge of factors of the emergence of the Russian state and the main theories about its origin, the stages and the main events of the Russian political history, interrelations between the state, society, economy, church;
knowledge and understanding of the basic historical terms related to the course;

knowledge of the main concepts of the Russian social and political thought;
skills of identifying and analyzing political trends in Russian history;
ability to explain the peculiarities of the Russian political history;

ability to select the information sources, accumulate information and effectively use it to solve learning tasks;

ability to participate in discussion and debating of key points of the Russian political history;
.

	List of Topics
	Topic title
	Contact hours
	Assignments and independent study hours

	
	Russia and its political culture
	1
	2

	
	Formation of the Kievan Rus and its political institutions
	1
	1

	
	Transformation of Russian political institutions and political culture under the rule of the Golden Horde
	2
	1

	
	Russian state from Ivan III to Ivan IV
	2
	2

	
	The first Romanovs: between the bodies of the estate representatives and absolutism
	2
	2

	
	Peter the Great and Catharine the Great: modernization of the country, transformations of absolutism
	4
	4

	
	Reforms and counterrefourms in the XIX century
	2
	2

	
	Russian social and political thought in the XIX-beginning of the XX centuries. Duma monarchy 1906-1917
	2
	2

	
	Political alternatives in 1917
	2
	4

	
	Soviet political regime in the 1920-1930s
	4
	2

	
	Khruschev’s Thaw: highlights and failures
	2
	2

	
	Brezhnev’s rule: stability or stagnation?
	2
	2

	
	Social and political roots and results of Perestroika
	4
	2

	
	Challenges of Yeltsin’s modernization
	2
	4

	
	State and society in Putin’s Russia
	4
	4

	Assessment requirements
	Attendance of the seminars and participation in the discussion; submitting and presenting small group tasks. 

	Assessment criteria
	Activity at seminars; accuracy, structure and clarity of the oral answers; originality of the oral presentations and written works; structure, cohesion, content, independence of work; meeting the time requirements when submitting small group tasks; quality of graphic models (timelines, mind maps, schemes) prepared as a part of work is a small groups, oral presentation of the results of the collaboration in a small group (structure, language and content, delivery, Q&A).  

	The composition of final accumulative mark

	Participation in discussion at the seminars – 70%
Submitting and discussion of the tasks done in small groups – 30%

	Author of the course 
	Evgeniya Ostashova
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