Course annotation 

	Course unit title
	History of Russian Culture

	Name(s), surname(s) and title of lecturer(s)
	Dmitriy Konkov, Assistant Professor 

	Level of course
	Bachelor

	Semester
	First or Second

	ECTS credits
	2

	Working hours
	Contact hours
	36

	
	Lectures
	10

	
	Seminars
	26

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Self-study
	36

	
	Total
	72

	Work placement
	None

	Prerequisites
	No specific courses or skills are required

	Language of instruction
	English

	Objectives of the course
	Learning outcomes
	A student’s assessments methods

	developing a comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the cultural history of Russia and its main achievements in arts and science, skill of interpretation of modern Russian cultural trends in historical context;

enhancing students’ ability of critical thinking, understanding and identifying cause-and-effect relations basing on the historical data and materials engaged in the course
	As the result of the course student will: 

know
- main achievements in Russian literature, painting, architecture, cinema and science in their historical development;

- leading directions of Russian culture in historical perspective; 
- social, economic, political conditions of Russian culture evolution;

- significant persons in development of Russian culture.
be able to:

- describe the processes in Russian culture and the factors that influenced their transformation through time;

- identify the main factors and directions of those processes; 
- describe and explain interrelations between the cultural achievements and the society and the individual in Russia; 
- search for information and effectively use it to achieve the learning goals, set within this course;  

- hold a well-reasoned discussion on various topics covered in the course.


	As independent work students have to:
prepare for the seminars using preliminary given information sources and/or sources finding him independently. 
formulate their own ideas and comments;
submit and discuss the results of their individual work or work in small groups on particular topic of the course. Students are recommended to use the visualization of information (mind maps, time lines, presentations) and other methods to interact with class. 


	Teaching methods
	· Lectures

· Seminars
· Small group tasks
· Individual tasks

	Course unit content
	Course objective – developing a comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the cultural history of Russia and its main achievements in arts and science, skill of interpretation of modern Russian cultural trends in historical context; improving students’ ability of critical thinking, understanding and identifying cause-and-effect relations.
Gained knowledge and skills:
main achievements in Russian literature, painting, architecture, cinema and science in their historical development;
knowledge and understanding of the basic terms related to the course;
knowledge of the main features of the Russian culture throughout the history;
skills of identifying and analyzing cultural trends in Russian history;
ability to select the information sources, accumulate information and effectively use it to solve learning tasks;

ability to participate in discussion and debating of the Russian cultural history

	List of Topics
	Topic title
	Contact hours
	Assignments and independent study hours

	
	Culture in Russian history. Definition of the culture. Structure and goals of the course.
	1
	1

	
	Basic terms of the course. Periodization of the Russian culture.
	1
	1

	
	Traditions and beliefs of the pre-Christian Rus. Pagan culture. 
	2
	2

	
	Cultural international relations of the Ancient Rus. Literacy in the Ancient Rus. 
	2
	2

	
	Christianization of Kievan Rus: reasons, problems, consequences. Early Russian Christian architecture.
	2
	2

	
	The literature of Kievan Rus: Primary Chronicle. Laws of Kievan Rus. The origins of icon painting in Rus.
	2
	2

	
	The specifics of the Russian folklore and fairy tales
	2
	2

	
	The development of Russian Christian culture during the Mongol Yoke. Russian epics about the Mongol Yoke. Folk music and folk dance.
	2
	2

	
	Russian culture in Moscow Rus: the image of the Third Rome. Religious strikes in XVI-XVII cc.
	2
	2

	
	The Russian modernization of Peter the Great: the significance for culture.
	2
	2

	
	The beginning of Russian science. The Russian art in XVIII c. The Elisabeth’s barocco. The Catherine II’ rococo.
	2
	2

	
	The evolution of the Russian musical traditions in XIX c.
	2
	2

	
	Russian secular painting in XIX c. Social realism in Russian painting.
	2
	2

	
	The evolution of Russian poetry in XIX c. The Golden Age of the poetry. The masterpieces of Russian prose in XIX c.
	2
	2

	
	Russian avant-garde in arts in the beginning of XX c. The Silver Age in the Russian literature. The Revolutionary literature and painting. 
	2
	2

	
	The development of Russian science and technologies in the beginning of XX c. 
	2
	2

	
	The specifics of early Soviet movies. 
	2
	2

	
	Soviet arts after the World War II. Period of the Thaw in Russian culture.
	2
	2

	
	The features of modern Russian arts.
	2
	2

	Assessment requirements
	Attendance of the seminars and participation in the discussion; submitting and presenting small group tasks and individual tasks. 

	Assessment criteria
	Activity at seminars; accuracy, structure and clarity of the oral answers; originality of the oral presentations and written works; structure, cohesion, content, independence of individual work; focus on subject of discussion; extend knowledge of background. 

	The composition of final accumulative mark

	Participation in discussion at the seminars – 60%
Submitting and discussion of the tasks done in small groups and individual tasks – 40%

	Author of the course 
	Dmitriy Konkov
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